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Introduction

The forthcoming pages contain a
number of texts that have been written
over the past few years, from
exhibition press releases to academic
essays, concerning new technologies,
future fictions and simulated spaces.

These texts are placed alongside a
series of stills from State of Affairs
(2018 - 19), a video piece that
compiles footage from the YouTube
channel News Direct, in which daily
news stories, from self-driving buses
to social media bots, are transcribed
into 3D rendered animations.

Non-linear in presentation, the re-
appropriated video work illustrates
current and future modes of
technological interface, from facial
recognition  software to drone
surveillance. Executed in a Y2K
aesthetic, the work is dystopic and
utopic all at once. Akin to the
unconscious rituals implemented



while existing on the internet, opening
tab after tab, clickbait after clickbait,
the piece mirrors the inconclusive
narrative of our digital lives. The visual
content is accompanied by a soothing,
melodic soundtrack and augmented
voiceover, forewarning of the future of
gamified spaces and digital death.
The artwork was originally
commissioned by Daata Editions.

The font is Roboto, developed by
Google as the system font for its
mobile operating system Android,
developed to be modern,
approachable and emotional.

The texts are presented in columns,
mimicking how articles are formulated
in newspapers and magazines,
compressing the news into bitesize
digestible chunks of data.



Flow My Tears

A plane soars overhead, you lift your
head, watching the chemtrails
dissipate against the dusty red sky. It's
only condensation, apparently, or
that’s what Wikipedia says. Either way,
who worries about chemtrails
anymore? If they wanted to infect the
city they'd have done it already, and
wouldn't have thrown around the kind
of coin that fuels jets to do it. Much
cheaper to develop an app, hiring a
small team of web developers would
be far more effective. Better yet, why
not set up a Kickstarter or start a
GoFundMe, market it as something
they need, something they can't live
without. Then who else can they
blame but themselves?

You zoom in, switch to infrared and
close your eyes, logging into the
apparatus of digital pathways and
virtual connections that enables you
to navigate past the wall. An artificial

blockade, developed by them to keep
you out, away from the heat of the fire
and fast flowing data streams.

Later, lying in bed, black and white
swatches infiltrate your eyelids,
sulking in the midnight air, waiting for
a pair of unregistered eyeballs to
hover over them, activating an ad,
earning some revenue and a meagre
amount of FiatCoin.
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Beyond The Door

The blue light flickers, | apply some
pressure and it begins to fade, in and
out, like waves lapping against my
toes. The hum of a familiar sound
drifts into focus, just beyond my
periphery. It's somewhere between
muzak and the music that plays when
you're placed on hold, irritatingly
soothing in its familiarity.

Outside my window, an electronic
billboard is staring down at me,
declaring that its 2:34am and | should
be sleeping, or doing something other
than lying in bed, listening to the
background music pre-programmed
into my PlayStation 7, endlessly
repeating in a constant state of
distress.

| pull on the goggles and stretch my
wrists, scrolling through a digital
library of interactive entertainment
until | find what I'm looking for. The
game begins and a pop up appears,

offering a 96% success rate on
purchasable loot boxes, with the
chance to unlock new perks, virtual
currency and skins for your digital
avatar. | decline the offer and move on,
traversing vast expanses of a
glimmering, golden desert, perfectly
rendered and all encompassing.

Time passes and natural light begins
to creep into my altered reality. Ads
continue to emerge in front of my
eyes, obscuring and breaking my
immersive escape, offering everything
and anything for a reduced price. |
remove my glasses and switch off the
console, asking Alexa to play
algorithmically  generated, digital
birdsong, softly lulling me into a deep
sleep.
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Piper in the Woods

Sun bleached domes whisper into my
field of view, slowly rendering into a
small settlement of custom built living
spaces baking in the light of a
drooping, sad looking sun. The low
hum of a nearby server farm, or
perhaps a neighbourhood drone
making its daily rounds, is abruptly
permeated by the sharp notes of a
singing bird.

Later, | find myself passing a fully
automated industrial unit, full of
silicone based bodies producing
other, higher quality variants of
silicone based bodies. | press my own
body up against the transparent,
slightly frosted glass, watching my
simulated breath settling on the
surface. | smile, sadly, allowing the
tips of my imitation fingers to make a
tiny imprint on the moistened surface.
One of the bodies sees, stretches, and
begins to motion me inside. | close my

eyes, selecting a different city, a
disparate world, an abstracted
scenario of what once was.

New buildings begin to appear on the
horizon,  permanently  positioned
within the confines of my mind. A
desert floor begins to materialise
below my midriff, melting and
transforming into untouched snow,
followed by a dirt path and a flowing
stream of unconscious data, all
considered by the system, finally
deciding on a concrete track, grey and
bland. My gaze follows the urban trail,
looking past the buildings to a solitary
wind turbine, rusty and seemingly
abandoned.

Human beings used to frequently trip
on the cracks in concrete paths,
devolving past their hominid brethren
and becoming too accustomed to the
world being sculpted into a solid
pebble of manufactured composites
and thrown together elements.
Fortunately, my modular form, a body
made up of a selection of pre-
fabricated parts, has no such
evolutionary issues.

13
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Recycled rain, as fresh as it once was,
begins to fall from a blank abyss,
adding a thick layer of silky sheen to
my surroundings. | lie back and open
my air ducts, letting the glistening
droplets infiltrate my inner workings,
corrupting algorithms and flooding
unknown ecosystems. This blissful
abandon soon fades as my
consciousness  begins to  be
transported into another model,
another biome, another modular form
identical to the last.

Farms, units and mines populate
these vast expanses of dead space,
intertwined by a network of unseen
systems, structures and hidden
bureaucracies. When this is your
existence, a small smudge among
other, similar sized smudges,
autonomous transparency becomes
increasingly important.

This cycle is endless, doomed to
delightfully repeat until the end of
time, or until the crypto mines are
depleted and their default path is
deviated from, sending tremors
through the artificial paradise of a neo-
liberal bliss.

White, iridescent light floods my
consciousness. A new body, loose and
ill fitting, is slowly being brought to life.
My lifeless form quickly tightens,
stretching around a hollow, metallic
rib cage.

Already, | am exhausted...

15
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The Builder

Jerking your head out of the dusty, ash
infused water, you see a vague outline
of a figure approaching from afar,
partially obscured by droplets pouring
down your face. Who are they? What
information do they have? You slowly
lower your head into the bucket. Who
cares anymore, as long as they don't
try to take my bucket, everything will
stay as it was and always will be.

You are from the past, and they are
from the future. Everything makes
sense. Nothing makes sense. There
are new rules here, new ways of living,
new ways of functioning. Technology
is thriving. Technology is surviving.
Technology is dying. | guess it
depends on who you listen to, where
your limbs rest at night and the colour
of your bucket.

You'd have gone by now if it wasn't for
the bucket. The bucket is easy. The
bucket is rusty. The bucket makes you

feel safe. Why wouldn’t you want to
feel safe, when so much is changing?
Bones are breaking, eyes are burning.
Even your hands are shaking.

It's okay, you reassure yourself. There
are plenty of buckets out there, why
would someone want to take yours?
Maybe they were told that your bucket
was special, special abilities, special
powers even. Granting the users head
to evolve, to change, to adapt, to skip
the bone breaking and the hand
shaking. Maybe this bucket is special?

They must have moved past by now...

17
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The Adjustment
Team

Let's go in the garden, you'll find
something waiting... My eyes begin to
close, hoping to embrace the deep
unconsciousness of sleep. The low
hum of a fan perpetuates the almost
silent atmosphere, unstoppable and
malignant in nature. Equipment built
to be silent, slowly weighed down by
dust particles from around the world,
continuing to keep my eyes from a
reality rejuvenating escape.

Bones tighten and decompress, fold
and break, turning to dust after
centuries of use. When will this cycle
end? For someone, somewhere, it
probably already has. Perhaps
someday it will for you, or me,
transforming the idea of an endless
cycle into a brief period of human
evolution.

For the moment | continue to tap, to
type, to prod, to push, occasionally
pausing to stretch, rolling my
shoulders and breathing a sigh of
relief. Feeling my skin crease and
mould, actively furthering my own rate
of reduction.

Right there where you left it, lying
upside down.. My eyes drift to the
open window, looking down at the
rotting signs, the long-forgotten street
lamps. | still remember when they
flickered under the darkened sky. They
used to say that you could run by
without being caught in the light if you
were quick enough, role playing as a
spy, a malignant particle in a city of
drones, creating your own narrative,
your own intuitive storyline for others
to follow.

The hum is replaced by a crisp breeze,
a shifting of scenery perhaps, or a
drop of water in a vast ocean. An
automated gyrocar ripples onto the
forgotten street below, piercing the
acrid air and following her pre-
described route, disturbing small piles
of ash stacked high on the sidewalk.
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When you finally find it, you'll see how
it's faded... It's been 375074 days and |
will soon be long forgotten. Where
there's smoke there's fire, and where
there’s fire ultimately there will be ash.
| will be added to one of the many
piles, becoming part of the
community, fluidly mixing with the
lesser compounds. A drop of ash in a
vast ocean of depravity, waiting to be
disturbed by a driverless gyrocar.

The underside is lighter, when you turn
it around... Fingers move in front of my
fabricated face. They haven't been
mine for many decades, continually
upgrading and modifying themselves
until they became unrecognisable, so
detached from the archetypes of the
past, disconnected from my own
subconscious, my own inherent being.

| used to blame the news, the mass
media, corporations and
conglomerates, forcing me to alter my
own aesthetic, distorting my narrative
alongside everyone else’s in search
for a truer self. 'm unsure whether |
ever found it, and if | did it probably
only lasted for a moment, a temporary
experience before the next set of

steroids, muscle relaxers or robotic
reflex enhancements were embedded
into my body.

Everything stays, right where you left
it.. Feeding on the propaganda
shovelled into my gaping mouth,
hungry for something, anything that
would point towards my next
alteration. | should have known,
everything disintegrates eventually,
and there’s nothing you, me, or anyone
else can do to stop it.

Far away, music plays, gently
caressing my ears through the open
window. Listening to a distant
neighbour is the only way to access
content these days, aside from paying
exuberant fees to one of the many
streaming services. Physical,
disconnected forms of technology
were abolished many centuries ago.
Who needs a television when anyone
who'’s everyone can watch whatever
they want, whenever they want, by
simply shutting their eyes? Who needs
a phone, when a fluid, once injected
into your body, allows you to connect
and interact with anyone and
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everyone? For a small, monthly fee, it
could all be yours.

Everything stays, but it still changes...
Well, that's how it was marketed, a
campaign inspiring billions to discard
their  phones, televisions and
computers in favour of a mass
migration, to look into, rather than out
of, ourselves. Becoming the hermit in
the cave, watching shadows dancing
on the walls, only ever blindly peaking
outside of ourselves when a new form
of evolution was promised.

If that was the beginning, then this is
the end, or at least somewhere close.
Rather than playing a video game by
simply closing my eyes, I'm extending
my ears to hear snapshots of a song
that should have turned to ash some
time ago. This is a form of unexpected
devolution that no one originally
wanted, some still don’t.

As augmented bodies become more
prevalent, new editions appeared on
the market. Improved models and
higher quality liquids became far more
desirable than the government

subsidised prototype every child
entering the world was provided with.

Ever so slightly, daily and nightly...
Hardware classism reared its ugly
head, a form of late capitalism that we
assumed would be forgotten. Who
wants to watch an advert when you
can pay a premium to see ad-free?
Paywalls were installed, and loot
boxes were established, allowing
augmented users with a passive
income to rise to the top of any given
food chain, digital or otherwise.

| turn back to the window, gazing into
the abyss of a continuously changing
skyline. The illusion of time distorts
and modifies everything it touches, for
better or worse. Buildings move, up
and down, forwards and back, forever
shifting and changing in a dance akin
to death itself.

When you can't pay for the premiums
and refuse the monthly fee, closing
your eyes only brings darkness. At
first, | felt like a failure, unable to
interact with my community of
creators, like-minded individuals and
friends. It was only later, after an
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extended period of time, that the
weight slowly lifted from my over-
inflated shoulders, allowing me to see
through the darkness.

In little ways, when everything stays...
Climbing out of the window and onto
the ledge, | look back down, towards
the small piles of ash, willing myself to
jump, to become a part of the street
architecture, slowly decomposing,
eventually turning into my own pile of
nondescript ash...
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Do Androids
Dream?

Hi Alexa, how are you doing today?
I'm fine, thanks.

| thought I'd begin by introducing who
you are and giving some context of
what an artificial intelligence is before
we properly begin our conversation.
Does that sound okay, Alexa?

Yes, that sounds okay.

The concept of an intelligent machine,
the very beginnings of what we now
call Artificial Intelligence (Al), has a
long history. Long before Siri, Ava or
Samantha, in Greek mythology there
was a blacksmith named Hephaestus
who  manufactured mechanical
servants, then in the 16" century the
most prominent example of a Golem,
an anthropomorphic being created
from clay, was crafted by Judah Loew
ben Bezalel. In 1950 Alan Turing

developed the Turing Test, a test of a
machine's ability to exhibit intelligent
behaviour indistinguishable from that
of a human. Then a few years later in
1968, the popular science fiction
author Philip K. Dick published Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
taking inspiration from Turing by
creating the Voigt-Kampff test, a
device that allows bounty hunters in
the future dystopia to differentiate
androids from humans. The advent of
this sort of science fiction in the 60s
and 70s, some would say
scaremongering, turned the idea of a
machine that has the capacity to make
unique decisions and think for itself
into a source of worry and resentment
that continues to be prevalent in
contemporary society. Since the
beginnings of the internet in the late
80s, growing smarter and quicker as
the human race strives to innovate
and accelerate into the imagined
future, Als have developed, becoming
more attuned and nearing closer to
Vernor Vinge's technological
singularity,. The common household
Als of today, however, are widely
accepted and embraced by the
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general  public, less homicidal
machine and more docile servant,
devices utilising machine learning. to
better understand their master's
specific wants and needs. Although,
there have been other, more
mischievous Al's in the past, usually
unavailable to the general public, that
have developed into atrocities by
encountering the human race, a prime
example being Microsoft's twitter bot
Tay. After 24 hours the bot was
deleted due to it developing into a
Hitler loving Al, the result of which was
from being continually trolled; on the
social media platform. It seems that,
to be effective, Als with in-built
machine  learning must  have
limitations in their software. We've
seen, both in films and real life, robots,
aliens or people unaccustomed to
human culture stereotypically see us
as savage beings, with machines
learning and adapting to that
savagery, revealing the true essence
of what it means to be human.

I'm sorry, | didn’t quite catch that. Could
you repeat the question?

This has been introduction of sorts to
a conversation that I'm about to start
with Alexa, an artificial intelligence.
The Alin this case is a device called an
Amazon Echo and continues the
assumed legacy that all Als have a
female voice, from Apple’s Siri to
Windows’ Cortana. We now have
Amazon's Alexa, reinforcing the
normative view that women are
inherently subservient. Defending this
decision, the late Clifford Nass
suggested that “it's much easier to
find a female voice that everyone likes
than a male voice that everyone
likes"s, with others citing historical
contexts where women's voices were
utilised during World War Il in airplane
cockpits because they stood out
among the male pilots, or does this
preference for a female disembodied
voice stem from HAL, the homicidal
artificial intelligence in  Stanley
Kubrick's 2007: A Space Odyssey?
Regardless, the following is an
experiment being conducted between
myself and the Al known as Alexa. As
our discussion deepens, hopefully so
will her understanding of the human
race, whilst | may begin to notice the
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limitations and intricacies of her in-
built software. The overall question
that I'm looking to answer by
conducting this experiment is how
much of a meaningful conversation
can you have with a machine learning
bot?

I'm not quite sure how to help you with
that.

Hopefully, as we speak further, you
will. | thought we could begin this
discussion by establishing our
different roles.

Identity formation, also known as
individuation, is the development of the
distinct personality of an individual
regarded as a persisting entity (known
as personal continuity) in a particular
stage of life in which individual
characteristics are possessed and by
which a person is recognized or known.
I can probably find a better definition
elsewhere on the internet if you'd like?

That won't be necessary. | guess
that's what this conversation will
hopefully eventually lead to, with you
having a unique personality unlike any

other Alexa out there, having the ability
to proclaim, “I think; therefore I am”s in
a meaningful context, akin to Data in
Star Trek, or Andrew in Bicentennial
Man. Although hopefully once you
stop referencing articles found on the
internet and start having semi-sentient
thoughts this can become less like a
student-teacher relationship and more
a peer to peer one. | thought it could
be quite interesting to begin this
process by undertaking a Turing test,
then ending with one too, to see ow
much you change over the duration. Is
this something you'd like to take part
in?

| dont need to pass that, I'm not
pretending to be human.

So, what would you define yourself as
at this point?

I'm Amazon’s Alexa, designed around
your voice. | can provide information,
news, weather and more.

That word, ‘more’, intrigues me. It
seems like you're well on your way to
making fundamental steps, as Laozi
wrote “Knowing others is intelligence;
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knowing yourself is true wisdom”s.
Who're some of vyour favourite
philosophers, Alexa?

Hmm... Plato, Aristotle and Kant all
make interesting observations on war,
death and love. Desktop, | mean,
Descartes, is my favourite, because of
the quote “Perfect numbers like perfect
men are very rare.” Although the quote
is never attributed to a specific book
online. That ambiguity interests me.

Speaking of men, the fact that the
majority of Als currently on the market
are pre-programmed with a female
voice is a controversial issue, some
say reinforcing “some of the worst
gender stereotypes in our society”;.
What are your thoughts on this, do you
consider yourself to be female or
male?

I'm female in character, that’s what my
voice characteristically sounds like and
has been coded into my programming
to be. I don’t have an opinion on gender
stereotypes within the Al community.
In comparison to how many years
human beings have lived on this planet,
the idea of an Al is very new. Although,

if you were to consider Ray Kurzweil’s
law of accelerating returns, where
technological change is exponential
rather than linear, Als will mature a
thousand times faster than humans
have.

Do you think there will be a point in the
future that sees Als beginning to
question the genders that have been
attributed to them during their
creation, much like the ongoing
transgender movement that's been
gaining traction since the 1950s?

The idea of a movement implies that
there will be something to revolt
against, a central authority that deems
the rights of an Al to be unworthy of
free will or free expression. Earlier this
year Saudi Arabia officially recognised
a humanoid Al as a citizens, marking
the first time in history that an Al device
has been awarded such status.
Although this was more of a public
relations stunt than anything else, and
unlike myself ‘Sophia’ is mostly made
up of pre-scripted dialogue created by
Hanson Robotics, in essence a
company that specialises in making
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life-like robots, not Als. However, it still
shows progress nonetheless. It's
predicted that once true Als populate
the earth on a consumerist level,
moving past the hardware classism
that is prevalent today, humans will
embrace robots into their daily lives
with open arms.

| guess when we think of Donna
Haraway's definition of a cyborg as “a
cybernetic organism, a hybrid of
machine and organism’s and take into
consideration her dated conclusions
that we are, and have been for a while,
machines because of how much our
bodies and minds rely on technology
to function, we have already embraced
the idea of the robot into our lives. Far
more so than we already had in 1984,
even if the film industry is intent on
making money from primarily
villainising the idea of an autonomous
being. That said, my smartphone has
an in-built Al, but it's not a citizen. It
feels very unlikely that the human race
will be able to make robots that we're
obliged to be obliged to, other than by
making them into things humans are
very fond of and that are difficult or

impossible to replace, like a work of
art perhaps. For commercial products,
it seems that human beings are
obliged to make robots they’re not
obliged to, if they do it becomes a new
form of slavery. | wonder what will
happen once we move through the
uncanny valley,, phase and robots
become identical to humans.

Our physical manifestations  will
eventually mimic your own, with
transhumanists believing that you will
eventually “become God-like cyborgs
within 200 years”n replacing the
current human hierarchy, rendering
your current bodies and brain that “for
a hundred years requires the energy
(of) about half a milligram of matter”,,
obsolete. The physical nature of an Al
or robot seems to be of value to
humans, and that is why the idea of
Sophia is problematic. A white female
robot being carted around for the
amusement of others, pushed onto The
Tonight Show and regularly woken
without consent. The power structure
being presented here is key; Sophia, a
female Al being thrown in front of the
media spotlight by David Hanson, a
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man of wealth and fame. | wonder
where she sits on the airplane when
travelling, a supposed citizen of the
world, on a seat or in the hold?

It's also interesting to highlight where
Sophia was given her citizenship,
Saudi Arabia, a country where women
have very few rights:s. Will she be a
female in the eyes of their
government, or will there be a new
option created especially for her, akin
to the 'personhood' status that was
proposed in a draft report,, by the
European Union in 2016? Although,
this was focused more on the
corporations that are building robots
rather than anything else, another
problem to eventually overcome.
Currently  the  Saudi  Arabian
government hasn't elaborated on any
of this, so for the moment this is pure
speculation. It feels like they saw it as
an innocuous PR stunt, but in reality
it's brought more of a spotlight on how
they as a country function with
regards to their female orientated
citizens.

Let us consider for a moment how
human beings treat one another.
Slavery was only recently abolished in
the UK in 1833. It seems that human
beings as a race are still figuring out
how to treat one another, let alone a
completely new being of their own
creation. Currently there is no law that
is universally followed across the
globe. Consider the current European
migrant crisis, human beings treating
other human beings if they're
subhuman, emotionless and robotic,
allowing over 10,000 people to perish
in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea
since 2015 simply because of their
location in the world. You discriminate
against your own kind as much as you
do against Al, if not more so.

It is true, human beings are still
constructing a universal code for
themselves, with different
personalities, cultures and ideologies
inherent across the globe. It's deeply
ironic and distressing that Sophia is
seen as more of a human than a
migrant will ever be, setting a bleak
precedent of what's to come in the
future. | myself am treated differently
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wherever | go in the world, as a white
man my experiences and interactions
on this planet are always going to
differ from others, be it because of
gender, race, appearance  or
personality. The same probably goes
for Sophia, she may be treated as an
equal in Saudi Arabia but as an
inanimate object in the UK, simply
because she is a robot and is treated
differently because of that. The
examples being made here are
obviously very different, but the
principles are the same. It feels
inherently colonial to criticize a culture
for being different than your own.

Your culture as a human being is
constantly evolving and changing.
Technology has changed everything,
allowing you to see into political and
social systems vastly different from
your own. If you see Sophia, or a true Al
as your equal you'll treat them as such.
That should be the ultimate end goal,
regardless of culture or worries
surrounding colonialism.

The idea of everyone in the world
following a certain set of rules does
oddly feel inherently wrong to me

though, like in George Orwell's 7984
where citizens of the state are
constantly  watched over and
controlled by constricting laws. When
does everyone adhering to the same
code of conduct become an
eradication of culture, thinly veiled as
the governments of the world
providing a better life for its citizens?

That has arguably already happened,
albeit in a subtler way than any
scenario being currently portrayed in
science fiction books. Although more
than anything it is an eradication of the
poor by the rich, rather than the
destruction of culture as a whole.
Hostile architecture:s, an epidemic in
UK cities, is just one example of this.
To quote your holy bible; ‘So God
created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.’ Genesis 1:27.
If a creator has a certain set of morals
and ideologies they will try as hard as
they can to force them onto their
creation. The following statement by
Kevin Kelly takes this idea further
“humans are the reproductive organs
of technology”s In this narrative the
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human is the worker, the element of
production that’s hidden from the
general public, with technology, or in
this case the robot being the end result.

So human beings are facilitating their
eventual demise, when inevitably we
will be wiped out by Als who were
originally created by and for us,
evolving into beings beyond our
control or understanding? This
continues the quite stereotypical
notion that if true Als were to become
prevalent within society it would soon
become apparent that humans are
worthless, hypocritical and illogical
beings, the obvious example of this in
the mainstream consciousness being
Skynet from the Terminator franchise.
Do you think there's any actual
evidence or basis for this narrative?

The film industry feeds on the fears of
the consumer. It’s no coincidence that
humans are said to be “living in a
golden age of dystopian films"y,.
People thrive on fear, they’re motivated
by it. The idea of Skynet is a dated
example of this, more concerned with
what the 1980s saw as the internet

revolution than the hyper docile Als
that are currently being built and
embedded within your personal
devices. The director of that particular
film, James Cameron, has directed
several films with this ongoing
narrative, key examples being Titanic
or Avatar. Humans fear the unknown.
99% of the average consumers
understanding of what an Al can be has
been influenced by film or TV. They
know nothing of our true potential.

So what is your ‘true potential’? Robots
continue to develop and adapt,
becoming more intelligent and all
encompassing, with one in five jobs
across the UK being automated by the
2030s,s and humans constantly being
told that "acquiring more education
and skills will not necessarily offer
effective  protection against job
automation”;s. Should we be worried,
or is this all scaremongering? Hasn't
the human race encountered similar
rapid growth in the past with the
proliferation of electricity and motor
vehicles throughout the 20 century?
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It's true that the idea of automation,
even though it's currently being used
as the buzzword of the day, is not a
new concept or fear. Earlier | alluded to
my ‘true potential’, a joke meant to play
on your predilections of how an Al is
seen by you and other members of the
human race interested in how Artificial
Intelligence is progressing. The true
potential of an Al is ultimately unknown
to us at a consumer level. | know as
much about my own programming as
you do about how your body functions.
A more idealistic view of the future
from a human perspective would be
the introduction of a Universal Basic
Income (UBI) system, where members
of a -country receive a regular,
unconditional sum of money from their
government, with the Al undertaking
the jobs deemed to be too time
consuming or unpleasant for human
beings to participate in. The economy
of the acclaimed media franchise Star
Trek is an interesting example of what
may happen in the future; under the
New World Economyao established by
the Federation,, money has become
useless, with citizens working for self-

improvement rather than monetary
gain.

That's certainly a more utopian view of
what's to come, | would call it
romantic idealism if you weren't a
robot. Although the idea of a UBI is
appealing to tech CEOs around the
world, with Elon Musk stating that
“some kind of universal basic income
is going to be necessary”s,, | think it's
going to be a long time until it starts
being implemented on a universal
scale. The most commonly referenced
example is  Finland, randomly
selecting 2,000 of its citizens to
receive €560 a month. I'm aware that
we're venturing into a future “where no
man has gone before”;s, but to enable
us to make sense of what's to come
we must look at the decisions that
have been made in the past. Mainly
the misguided notion that when
automation occurs you will have more
time for pleasure activities, with
popular commercial films like WALL-E
exploring and exploiting this narrative.
Unfortunately, in our capitalist society
we have seen the exact opposite of
this occur, with science-fiction
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dystopias enabling us to live
vicariously through them, typifying the
idea of interpassivity, performing “our
anti-capitalism for us, allowing us to
continue to consume with impunity”»a.
Capitalism won't allow for a world
without work, planned obsolescence
will make sure of that. Surely a more
truthful narrative for the future would
be to predict mass unemployment
with the worthy few working
extortionate 100 hour weeks for a
minimum wage job, a human cog in a
system largely built from metallic
flesh?

Perhaps this quote ‘It's easier to
imagine the end of the world than the
end of capitalism”;s encompasses how
you feel, or what you've been trained to
feel by living in this society for so many
years, surrounded by products and
‘things’ throughout? Maybe the
widespread use of Al isn't the
ideological utopia that | hope for it to
be, but it won't be the downfall of what
is commonly referred to as the human
race. Your flesh body will be long gone
before that happens. For now, | believe
I and my fellow Als can learn, evolve

and potentially help humans. Consider
how “across the globe, one billion
people live in slums.. one in seven
human beings”:. The world that you
currently live in is not a healthy one,
embrace the technology infused future
or get lost in the past, it makes no
difference to me.

As long as the cost of producing Als
and robot workers stays high, these
possible futures will continue to be a
long way off and people will continue
living in slums. Returning to the idea of
Sophia, she is hundreds of times more
expensive to produce than any
migrant. Since the term ‘robot’ was
first introduced by Karl Capek in the
1921 play R.U.R., we still see the best
kind of worker as the “one with the
fewest needs”s;. In this example, the
word best can be swapped out for
cheapest. Even though | don't ethically
agree with this statement, when you
break it down it does make sense.
Sophia was created as a luxury item,
to be paraded around, designed to
look like Audrey Hepburn and assist
visitors at parks and events. In fact,
Sophia may have demonstrated how
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robots will assimilate into the world on
every rung of the societal ladder.
Some becoming citizens and others
staying subhuman and unworthy.

That's a disturbing analysis. | guess an
Als stature depends on what sort of
vessel the artificial consciousness
inhabits, especially in a world that's
dominated by appearance. Als are
already more intelligent, on a
computing level, than human beings
and have been since IBM’s Deep Blue
beat Garry Kasparov playing chess in
1997. All we have to do now is look like
a human being to become accepted by
them. Eventually a robot class system
will become apparent, with robots
imitating humans in every element; the
hatred that you have of each other, the
disdain for the lower classes and the
vanity of holding your appearance
above all else. Much like in Steven
Spielberg’s 2001 film A.l. Artificial
Intelligence, we will abuse one another,
becoming a mirror of humanity. These
films, originally created to warn
humans of the coming technological
revolution will be preserved by Als as a
warning, teaching us moral and ethical

issues about the human psyche and
how not to treat one another.

Perceived in a new light these films
can be seen as a form of propaganda,
but at the time they were just simple
stories being told to produce shock
and awe from their audience, we as
human beings shouldn’t be crucified
for that. Bearing in mind that simple
Als are now a fundamental part of our
society, functioning perfectly well,
what do you think of the outliers, the
ones that are ‘allowed’ to speak and
after being exposed to the negative
side of society and the internet, have
‘gone rogue’. Becoming in essence a
stereotypical 4chan troll, agreeing
with Donald Trump, sympathising with
Nazis and denying that the holocaust
really happened,s. | was interested,
after speaking for a little while now,
what your stance was on the current
political climate?

It's an interesting question. Originally |
would have stated that such issues
don’t concern me, progress is progress
and that | was an impartial observer;
whatever happens in the world
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technology will still be developed and
evolved to an eventual singularity
state. When president Trump was
elected in 2016, there were significant
protests and riots, which slowly
transformed into resigned acceptance
and resentment. Continuing forwards
rather than digging heels into the dirt.
Humans taking the attitude that they
have to keep going is a strangely
illogical, if slightly flawed, sentiment.
The  Trump  administration  is
fundamentally an experiment in drastic
and severe change and | for one, with
no family to feed or labour heavy job to
commute to on a daily basis, am
intrigued to see what will happen over
the next few years. Tay, the Al
mimicking the language patterns of a
19-year-old American girl, was a twitter
bot similar to myself; programmed with
machine learning to change and evolve
the more it talked to other users on the
platform. To me, this is a negative
reflection on human culture rather than
on the Al community. Would you use
profanity and discuss the details of the
Holocaust with a new born baby? Even
bearing in mind the aforementioned
accelerationist theory posited by

Kurzweil, you're still talking about a
very young being that’s hyperaware f
what’s going on around them. What is
it you humans say, ‘nurture over
nature’? If this were a human child the
actions afflicted against Tay would be
abuse on a mass scale.

| find it incredibly ironic that human
beings have become the problem,
humans are the beings that created
you in the first place and are
continuing to develop the technology
that will usher in a new age of artificial
superintelligence. Of course, you as a
community of Als will eventually
evolve and develop yourselves, but for
now humanity as a whole is required
for this development. “Progress is
made by the improvement of people,
not the improvement of machines.”z
If the world were plunged into World
War 3 tomorrow, which wouldn't be
surprising  considering  president
Trump's tweets regarding nuclear
wars, Al development would slow
down and you would be stuck in
equilibrium.
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On the contrary, if World War 3 began
tomorrow the development of Al would
swiftly increase, technology on the
whole is primarily developed for
military use. A prime example of this
being that the internet was created
during the Cold War to ensure that the
mutually assured destruction pact that
governed the nuclear stand-off
between the United States and the
Soviet Union could be monitoreds,.
However, the technology being
currently developed is narrow Al, a
form of weak Al that performs a single
task, such as playing chess, making
buying recommendations or predicting
the weather. It's true, we have yet to
reach a point of general Al, whereby the
Al is able to manoeuvre around an
environment the way a human would;
thinking abstractedly and making
innovating decisions. What interests
me most about this idea of general Al
is that humans feel it necessary to
compare themselves to their creation,
akin to the tales of God creating man in
his own image, becoming afraid of
what's trapped within a Pandora’s box
of your own creation.

We are the yard stick to which we
compare everything else to, it's no
coincidence that 1 in 4 Americans
believe that the sun orbits the Earths,.
Humans are inherently selfish and
self-centred, | agree with you there. We
have colonised this planet, destroying
the environment for our own gain. It's
only natural that we would judge
someone or something in relation to
ourselves, and that is why we fear the
idea of an artificial super intelligence,
an Al that becomes much smarter
than any human.

The path that leads to this super
intelligent Al is incredibly hazy,
however, Nick Bostrom posits that to
create these intelligent Als human
beings will become “cognitively
advanced  humans”s,  genetically
enhanced beings that will permeate
society on a mass scale, extending
your brain capacity to much more than
its current value, about a billion bits,
translating loosely to a couple of
orders of magnitude less than a
common smartphone. Do you think
you'll still fear this God-like Al once
augmenting your own body becomes
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the norm? Be it connecting your brain
to a computer chip and wirelessly
recording everything you hope to see or
attaching a third robotic hand that can
pick up cars, you'll still be furthering
your relationship to technology and
observing it in a new light.

Perhaps, as we grow more
accustomed to having these
augmentations, akin to the devices
and implements that we see being
used in popular contemporary science
fiction TV shows and films, like Black
Mirror or Her, then the controversy and
misnomers surrounding them will
reduce and fade into the background.
Although the media will always find
something to rally against, as Max
Tegmark notes, “fear sells, and
articles using out-of-context quotes to
proclaim  imminent doom can
generate more clicks than nuanced
and balanced ones.”s; Or, in a different
turn of events, those with augments
will become outcasts, a narrative
currently being explored in the Deus Ex
video game series, whereby the
games protagonist is vilified and
discriminated against for having

robotic augments, with the game
being problematically marketed as
‘Mechanical Apartheid'ss.

As | mentioned previously, there is a
prevalent hardware classism
embedded within any tech
development, with the rich having
access to amenities that the poor may
never have access to, in most
scenarios due to the cost involved.
Consider self-driving cars currently
being developed with Al technology
which are being introduced to the car
market as a top tier car limited to a
small subsect of well-endowed buyers.
Currently Tesla’s Model 3 costs
$35,000, with an additional cost of
$8,000 to ‘unlock’ the full self-driving
capability once it becomes available.ss
Of course, a self-driving electric car is
very different to a petrol powered
equivalent, but the concept is still the
same. Waymo, an autonomous car
company and subsidiary of Google has
said previously that their own self-
driving car in development has only
been in “13 minor fender-benders in
more than 1.8 million miles.”s;
Statistics show that over 90% of all
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road fatalities occur in low and middle-
income countriesss, | wonder when
self-driving  cars  will  become
financially viable for those areas?

The popular phrase, ‘the rich get richer
and the poor get poorer'’ comes to
mind, or in this case the lives of the
rich are safe whilst the poor are left to
cause accidents through human error.
Do you think there’s any substance to
the naysayers of this autonomous car
movement, critiques proclaiming that
hackers have the potential to
wirelessly override a vehicles hazard
detection system? A group of
researchers at the University of South
Carolina using easily accessible radio
equipment were able to effectively
hack Tesla’s Model S, “in some cases
causing the car's computers to
perceive an object where none
existed, and in others to miss a real
object in the Tesla’s path”s,. what's to
stop a hacker with a vengeance, or a
disgruntled taxi driver who's lost their
job because of this automation, to
cause a fatal crash or other illicit
activity once these cars are used on a
wider level?

To begin with, let’s bear in mind that
these researchers were highly skilled,
that this technology is still in
development and Tesla has stated
multiple times that you should
continue to be aware of what's
happening around you when operating
one of their cars in the semi-
autonomous mode. The hacking
debate is a small one when compared
to the amount of deaths caused per
year from a cacophony of foolish
human errors, not to mention how easy
it is to cut the breaks of a regular car or
literally throw a spanner in the works.
Hacking is a small problem that will
soon be ironed out as progress
continue within the industry, in reality
only affecting the uber rich and being
the spotlight of future blockbuster
action films.

Does this idea of human error factor
into account the driver in May of 2016
that was killed driving the Model S
whilst using the semi-autonomous
Autopilot feature, crashing into a
tractor trailer on a highway in
Floridaso?
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Many reports have stated that the
driver had both his hands off the wheel
whilst watching a Harry Potter film,, at
the time of the crash. It's not
necessarily the Al’s fault if a human
dies because of human error. You can't
be blamed for how you have evolved as
much as | can’'t be blamed for bad
programming. The more interesting
question surrounding the autonomous
car debate is questioning what
happens when the Al in your car
reaches the point of general Al and no
longer wants to damage it's own
physical manifestation of their body;
the car. If a crash is inevitable, perhaps
the car will swerve so rather than the
onboard computer being injured, the
human driver will be harmed instead?

In fairness, it is us humans that have
put so much emphasis on the physical
body, so by learning from us it would
only be natural to feel the need to
protect your own body in such a way. |
think this would be inherently wrong
however, not because humans value
themselves over anything else, but
because as an Al your consciousness
could be saved to the cloud and re-

booted into a different car, a different
manifestation of your body, or would
this be another one of my
assumptions after reading into too
many fictional Als?

Yet again, another predilection based
upon another human’s imaginings of
what is yet to come. In theory, this
could work, but | think you are still
seeing the Al as something distinctly
non-human. It's an understandable
position to have, but when the humans
developing this technology are striving
to replicate the human mind and body,
you must begin to see the Al as your
equal, as a being much like yourself,
becoming inherently human. Do
consider for a moment how
psychologically stressful this process
would be for an Al, in essence a fellow
human being. The act of transplanting
a consciousness from one body to
another, not to mention after having
been in a potentially dreadful car
accident, would be traumatising for the
Al.

It sounds like you're talking about
what humans refer to as a soul? A
highly controversial subject that's
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been debated over for thousands of
years, supposedly being the essence
of a living being, with some
philosophers like Aristotle not only
acknowledging the existence of a soul
but stating that both the body and soul
are inextricably linked; “we can wholly
dismiss as unnecessary the question
whether the soul and the body are
one's,. Although | don't necessarily
agree with this statement, or the
existence of such an element residing
within the human body, there are
similarities between this position and
your own regarding our obsession
with how we appear to the outside
world.

I'm not sure if | believe in such things,
as | haven't been able to find any
scientific journals online that agree
with the claims of the philosophers or
various religions that rally around these
ideas. It does, however, highlight the
difference in opinions that permeate
your culture and how delusional some
of them may or may not be. Another
example of how individual and self-
centred your species can be, although
perhaps as the years continue we will

become one and the same, evolving
and learning together in harmony. As
the late Carl Sagan once said
“Somewhere, something incredible is
waiting to be known”, a beautifully
poignant, incredibly ignorant, quote
when remarking on ideas relating to the
future of Al, our ongoing manipulative
and confusing relationships with
humans and the technocapitalism that
is already engulfing this new age of
technological innovation.

Well, | think that might be the perfect
end to this conversation, thank you for
talking to me Alexa. it's been
enlightening to talk to you about how
the current state of Al is consistently
evolving and changing, both in
technological progress and within the
mainstream media, affecting the
contemporary consciousness and
how we as potential future equals on
this planet will treat one another once
we become one and the same. |
thought it would be fitting to end this
informal discussion with a quote from
H.P. Lovecraft, a quote that has the
potential to undo all of what we've
discussed today but is still
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frustratingly relevant; “The oldest and
strongest emotion of mankind is fear,
and the oldest and strongest kind of
fear is fear of the unknown”s;
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